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At Incirlik, we also had the opportunity to 

meet with some of our troops who are from 
our constituencies. These are the young men 
and women that make the United States safe 
and secure, whether serving here or in distant 
places. We should keep them in our thoughts 
as we appreciate the stability and security that 
we enjoy here in the United States. 

By chance, we crossed paths at Incirlik with 
Gen. David Petraeus, who was at the base for 
a brief stay. He offered to meet with the dele-
gation, and there was an interesting exchange 
of views on a range of strategic issues. 

On May 31 we left Incirlik at an early hour 
for the flight to Kabul, where we spent the en-
tire day. The stabilization of Afghanistan is 
NATO’s principal mission. Many believe that 
NATO’s credibility is on the line in Afghanistan 
because the allies have pledged to commit the 
resources to stabilize the country to prevent 
the reappearance of a failed state, a failed 
state that caused the tragedy of 9/11. There 
are clearly differences in the alliance over how 
to accomplish this objective. Some govern-
ments prefer to employ economic reconstruc-
tion assistance and avoid sending their troops 
into combat; these tend to be the governments 
that have the most restrictive caveats on their 
forces. 

We met with the most senior U.S. officials in 
Kabul to discuss Afghanistan’s path to sta-
bilization. Our meetings were highly sub-
stantive, and we all gained valuable informa-
tion on ISAF’s effort and on U.S. perspectives 
and initiatives. We also met with Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai, and had an extensive dis-
cussion of Afghanistan’s problems and pros-
pects. 

In Afghanistan, there can be no reconstruc-
tion without security. The Taliban is not a 
strong force, but the Afghan state lacks 
strong, enduring institutions. There must be 
security therefore for the rebuilding effort to 
succeed. ISAF may need more forces in the 
coming year in order to secure territory 
cleared of the Taliban. A positive development 
is that approximately 25% of the combat mis-
sions are now led by the Afghan National 
Army (ANA), with strong backing from the U.S. 
and some other NATO militaries. During our 
meetings in Kabul, U.S. officials were upbeat 
on the progress of the ANA, but the task of 
securing Afghanistan is far from finished. The 
poppy crop continues to thrive in the south, 
some warlords maintain a sway over territory 
that has never been under the control of an 
Afghan government, and there are enduring 
tribal rivalries and distrust of Kabul. 

Closely associated with the issue of en-
gagement of the Taliban in combat is the need 
to establish a viable economy and justice sys-
tem. The Soviet and Taliban eras decimated 
the educated elite. The number of persons 
trained as lawyers and judges is minimal. At 
the base of the justice system is the police. 
The EU has struggled to develop a program to 
train the police, so the U.S. military has 
stepped in. Gen. Cone is developing more 
professional police cohorts one region at a 
time, and backing them with the U.S. military 
until they establish their authority. This will be 
a long-term effort, and it is going to require 
patience on the part of NATO publics. 

Members and staff also met with U.S. par-
ticipants in ISAF’s Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams (PRTs), the leading edge of bringing 
reconstruction to Afghanistan through such ef-
forts as road building, school and hospital con-

struction, and the development of local mar-
kets. A basic economy has begun to appear 
around some of the PRTs, but there remains 
much to accomplish. 

There are three key needs for the PRTs. 
The first is the placement of agricultural spe-
cialists in each of the 26 ISAF PRTs. The 
United States only recently placed one agricul-
tural specialist at each of its 13 PRTs; the 
need is great for agricultural specialists at 
other NATO PRTs, and in the local agricultural 
schools. Afghanistan is and will remain for the 
foreseeable future an agrarian economy, now 
dependent largely on poppies. This poppy cul-
ture must diminish over time, perhaps to be 
replaced by orchard crops and wheat. This ef-
fort will take time. 

A second need for the PRTs is the hiring of 
local Afghans who can assist our own officials 
in understanding local practices and political 
authority, and who can serve as guides as we 
plan efforts to rebuild the country. 

A third need for the PRTs is the availability 
of transport. Today, our civilians in the PRTs 
must rely heavily on the military to move them 
around the region where they live. But be-
cause security comes first, the civilian special-
ists must often wait lengthy periods of time to 
obtain the transport and accompanying secu-
rity to accomplish their tasks. 

Our trip to Afghanistan was highly inform-
ative and there remains much to digest about 
what we learned. This was a difficult, but valu-
able trip that provided insights into one of the 
United States’ most difficult foreign policy 
problems. 

As always we were extremely well-served 
by our accompanying military personnel. The 
932nd Airlift Wing, Air Force Reserve now at 
Scott Air Force Base, Ill., provided exceptional 
professionalism in assisting us throughout our 
trip and ensuring our safety in moving 
throughout Europe and to Afghanistan. All 
worked long hours to ensure that our trip went 
smoothly. I thank them for their hard work and 
their dedication to duty. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, due to unforeseen circumstances, I 
unfortunately missed recorded votes on the 
House floor on Monday, June 9, 2008. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 388 (Motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to H. Res. 1225), 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 389 (Motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to H. Res. 1243), 
and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 390 (Motion to 
suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 127). 

f 

HONORING DR. I.C. TURNLEY, JR., 
FOR 50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
LASALLE PARISH 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. I.C. Turnley, Jr., who for 

the last 50 years has faithfully served the peo-
ple of Jena, LA, and LaSalle Parish through 
his medical practice, which he first opened on 
July 1, 1958. 

While enrolled as a pre-med student at Lou-
isiana Tech University in Ruston, LA, Dr. 
Turnley answered the call a great many in his 
generation answered. He put his education on 
hold and enrolled in the U.S. military to serve 
his country in World War II and was awarded 
commendation for his work at the U.S. Navy 
Hospital in San Diego. After his service, he re-
turned home to Louisiana to complete his 
undergrad studies at Louisiana Tech and later 
earn his medical degree from Louisiana State 
University in 1956. 

In addition to his private practice in Jena, 
Dr. Turnley served on staff at the Jena Hos-
pital and later the LaSalle General Hospital 
when it was opened in the early 1970s. He 
also bears a unique distinction in the State of 
Louisiana as the longest serving elected offi-
cial, having served as the parish coroner for 
the past 48 years. 

Beyond his work as a physician, Dr. Turnley 
has been active in Masonic work in Jena and 
was elected as Grand Master of the Free-
masons for the State of Louisiana in 1996. 

The ‘‘Dr. Turnleys of the world’’ are the very 
ones who built up our Nation following World 
War II; they are the ones who are respected 
and admired in their communities, the ones 
who have dedicated not only their talents and 
abilities but their time and their compassion in 
an effort to help their fellow citizens. Yet, while 
many small communities may boast men and 
women like Dr. Turnley, to Jena, there is no 
other quite like him. 

To honor him, Murphy McMillin, mayor of 
Jena, has declared Friday, June 20, 2008, as 
‘‘Dr. I.C. Turnley, Jr. Day.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Americans such as Dr. 
I.C. Turnley, Jr., deserve recognition from the 
United States Congress as well. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Dr. Turnley for 
all he has done for his community and his 
country. 

f 

CELEBRATING SYLVANIA OHIO’S 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a milestone anniversary for the 
City of Sylvania in my district. This month, Syl-
vania celebrates the 150th anniversary of its 
founding. 

Founded in 1833 by General David White 
and Judge William Wilson at the junction of 
Ten Mile and Ottawa Creeks near the present 
day border of Ohio and Michigan, the area 
was originally the campgrounds of Erie, Chip-
pewa and Wyandot tribes. First settlers’ 
names continue through generations, including 
Lathrop, Pease, Printup, Rice, Green and 
Cosgrove. They established the first Sylvania 
school and church early on: both the Stone 
Academy and First Presbyterian Church were 
established in 1834. 

In 1876, the town was formally incorporated. 
Truly a sylvan glade with more than one thou-
sand trees, Sylvania took its name from the 
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